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UTE GROUPS REPAIR TYPHOON DAMAGE 


: Sat vowing the wide-spread damage of the typhoon, Mueist 13a. 

er a Survey of the Yamanashi area and needs by Mr. Ogawa, CWS,. youth 
roups responded to a call for volunteers to make up Disaster Work Camps. 
he planning committee -- Miss Reiko Yanagita, CWS; the Revs. Mr. Nishido © 
Mr. R. Davis of the Kyodan Youth Commission; and Mr. Kobayashi, YMCA 
et up the first camp on August 18-19 at Katsunuma in Yanamashi~Ken. 
group of 30 young people, mostly students, aided farmers in straight- 
ing or re-building the grape arbors, the most serious need, since 

6 typhoon had struck just as the grapes were ripening and threatened 
hervest yield of the entire area. 


a the second camp, held at Kiriishi, Yamanashi, the group of over. 
rolunteer young people were led by Mr. Nishido. A village in ,which 


isolated by destruction of parts of the only road. Over the road, 
sassable by car but fortunately still passable by "sanrinsha"™ (small 
wheel truck), the campers gradually repaired much of the washed-out 
xt ions during their five eae: period (Aug. 25 - 29). 


i: The first camp was a cooperative effort of the XKyodan and Church 
id Service, with the second camp sponsored also by the NCC. Funds 
A eect for the camp by CWS but individual costs of travel, etc., 


ae is: its cumeee. Ans it is also reported that a young oe 
S on ‘camp was held in the Noto Peninsula under the seston fe 
Soe ‘ nf 


ral evangelism was recently begun, as well as many neighboring farmers, a 


Con ae: 1 at Aoyama P.O. Hall, more than 1.500 Christians 
mosored Dr..& Mrs. Lawrence L. Latour in a farewell musical concert. 
The meeting wes in gratitude for the six annual evangelistic teams, ~ 
rought to Japan under the leadership of Dr. & Mrs. Lacour, which have 
seu up new evangelistic centers and churches in cooperation with the 
N. ~.C, and the Kyodan. 


% the time of his chaplaincy at Yokosuka Naval Base (1945) Dr. 
es evangelist of Iowa Conference, Methodist Church, became in- 
‘terested in evangelism in Japan. With his wife and two co-workers, he 
‘returned to Japan in 1950 and held 197 musical-evangelistic meetings in 
28 cities through-out Japan, with attendance at many meetings running 
int o the thousands, and with a total of 38,048 Perccss expressing in- 
terest in Christianity through signed cards. 

a 
a After This initial response, anew plan was considered by which 
if vangelism might be concentrated. Fukushima Ken was chosen, and a 
‘specific. purpose was developed: centers would be opened, preferably 
Hear a substantial and advisory church, and would be initially staffed 
for two summer months (July - August) by visiting evangelists, with 
eptism for those prepared for it at the end of the summer. Japanese 
Pestors would continue the work through the year, and the program would 
‘be repeated annually for six years, aiming at self-support for the new. 
churches within that period. 


pik, 


. 1954 saw the beginning of this unique effort when 24 workers (19 

estors, 2 wives, 3 laymen) opened the first ten center's in a pioneer- 

Me eevoreeiiotic crusede. The first-year revealed an unusual record 

im wileseckers and 45 baptisms at the end of the summer,. with 139 more 
Siring baptism. One church became self-supporting and invited a full- 

ime pastor from 1955. 


_ ‘The erea was broadened in 1955, when 30 members came (including 
wives) =- in addition to nine previous centers, ten new ones were 
Opened in Tokyo, Osaka, Kobe and Fukushima, with the Tadami, church 
lecoming self-supporting in 1956. 


Subsequent years es the number of centers to the present (1959) 
umber of 34, directed by the current team of 42 members and wives. 

ith an incresse of 11 new centers, the current program has been ths 

% widely spread e1tory of the*six years! visitations. . The aim of 

( f-support in all cemters has been largely realized: ten churches have 
ready Deeomno so and it’ is expected that another thirteen will take 
Paveocp a0 the current year; with only two or three remaining to be 
med by the United Church, 


ithough the Lacour Crusade (1954) was first arranged in co-opera- 
on with the N.C.C., the churches themselves were to become members of 
me United Church of Christ in Japan. Therefore, from 1954, a special 
rommitt ee was formed from representatives of both NCC and Interboard 
Giesienary Field Committee, use of funds being directed by: the United 
rch, with American remittances sent through the Interboard Field 
mmittee. With the completion of the work by the visiting team this 

» vue General Evangelism committee of the United Church will take 
et et0n OF the churches which have not yet reached self-support- 
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be bservers, as well as participants in the annual team visits, have 
It that the great benefits of the Lacour visitation have been: due to | 
“cooperative method: the visiting American pastor worked with a ! 
anese pastor in a day-by-day program of worship and evangelism. Often 
“American church of the visiting pastor benefited greatly through its 
pastor's new understanding of evangelism as well as through its own 
januing ties with a church in Japan. As the visiting pastors shared 
© life of common people in Japan they were enabled to minister to them’ 
© as strangers but as fellow men within the culture of Japan. It was 4 
as note which Dr. Lacour emphasized in his final talk at the farewell 
1ebration, when he urged the Japanese church to move ahead through 
Operation, with the formation of a precise plan for evangelism. 


NIENNIAL OF EVANGELISM TO BLIND CHLEBRATED 


On August 27, more than 150 blind Christians gathered in Tokyo to 

ommemorate the centennial anniversary of evangelism to the blind. In 
articular, seven men were honored for their contributions, among them : 

ie OUtStanding blind layman, Mr. Tadasu Yoshimoto. A graduate of Tokyo 

ommercial High School, Mr. Yoshimoto later went to England and attended 

xford, and upon his return to Japan became a lecturer at Waseda. When 

is eye Sight began to fail at that time, he became interested in the 

Lind. In 1906 he formed a group of blind persons into an evangelistic 

seting. While again visiting ingland as a trader, he became blind, and 

ashed the production of a Braille Bible for Japan. In England he also 

lanaged Oxford House snd was married to an English lady. Because of his 

arly and energetic interest on behalf. of the blind, he has become known : 

"Pather of the Blind" in Japan. ed 

_ Among the total of about 18,000 blind persons in Japan are nearly 

00 Christians, with 27 groups of cooperating members and 10 blind 

tors. AS a member of the NCC, the council of the blind Christians 

srepresenved by its chairman, the Rev. Kozo Kashiwai. The history of 

angelism among the blind in Japan is now told fully in a new publica- 

aon "The Blind and the Christian Movement". (Japanese) 


GATES TO CENTENNIAL ARRIVING 


On November 2, as part of the NCC Centennial Celebration, Governor 
ia of Tokyo will honor 500-special foreign guests at a reception at 
Zum. Park. Among these guests will be members of the overseas 
anese churches, retired missionaries and representatives of coopera- 
agencies, churches and boards. 


hmong the expected guests sre more than 300 representatives of 
enese churches in Hawaii, Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
ago and New York. Many of these are arriving in September. 
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From the World Gouncil of Churches a be its general secretary, 
Were Visser 't Hooft, woo will ‘also give the main address at. 
mi-cho Church on Monday evening, November 2. The I. M. C. will be 
resented by Dr. Charles W. Ranson and the HACC by its chairmen, 
Op sSobrepena, who is also bishop of the United Church of the Philip- 
mes. Representatives from other countries include: Canada -- United ig 
Dr. C. J. L. Bates; England -- Church Missionary Society: Dr. etn, 
“Max A. C. Warren; Finland -- Lutheran Mission, Helsinki: the Rev. 
Rapeli; Germany -- Association of Evangelical Academy in Germany: 
berhard Muller; North German Mission, Bremen: Dr. H#rich Ramsauer; 
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issions, Bremen: Dr. Paul G. Moller. 


From the United States: EHUB -- Dr. Paul S. Mayer and the Rev. 

rman H. Koppelman, Acting Exec. Sec. of Foreign Missions; Methodist 
reh == Bishop Arthur Moore, Dr. D. T. Brumbaugh; Miss Margaret 

dlingsley; Dr. C. W. Igiehart; United Lutheran Church: Dr. Ralph Loew, 
Raymond W. Wargelin, Miss Nona Deal, Miss Marion Potts. United 

sbyterian Church: Miss Margaret Shannon, the Rev. ©. John L. Batés, 


f At ‘the invitation of the Okinawa Church, Dr. Charles W. Iglehart- 
iii visit Okinawa from Sept. 26-until Oct. 6 for evangelism and confer- _— 
ce. : 


_ Bishop J. Wascom Piskett, former bishop in India and presently 
ader of mass evangelism, Evangelism Department of the Methodist Church, 

11 visit Japan in September. He will meet with Kyodan leaders and will 
a in preparation of evangelism programs. ; 


SUBST: During the summer, an informal poll was taken among readers 
for Suggested changes or improvements. Two important comments were: 
{1) news is too largely centered about events in Tokyo. (2) information 
i coming events should be listed, such as the calender in the Christian © 
nturye Therefore, for help in making news coverage representative of 
ene cooperating members and places of their work in Japan we request _ 


